The intent of this cultural/religious overview of East
Asiais to

1. Provide a context, a schema, a broad know edge of the East
Asian world. The audience is Asian | students, faculty who
instruct these students, mlitary personnel deploying to East
Asi a, and the Departnment of Defense community at | arge.

2. Address content Final Learning Objectives (FLOsS) This
work treats the basic, comonly understood thenmes of the
foll ow ng FLGs:

Hol i days/ Obser vances
Cust ons

Rel i gi ous Groups

Et hni ¢/ Raci al G oups
Gender |ssues
Conflicts

TeaooTo

The goal is establishnent of a “level playing field” where
readers can possess conpetency in a common cultural literacy for
East Asia. |In addition, this project introduces entry |evel
mlitary intelligence personnel to critical elenents of the East
Asian intelligence picture.

Readers will grow in their understanding of...

Unit 1. Cultural Awareness (h2cultur)

| mportance of sensitivity by mlitary intelligence
[inguists to cultures of East Asia

Cul tural awareness advantages inherently possessed by
mlitary personnel

Unit 2. Historical Overview (h3histor)

Long-lasting effects of over 4,500 years of history
wi thin the East Asian region

Close historical ties between Hi ndu, Buddhi st and Chi nese
religious thought and practice

Uni que Musliminpact on Sout heast Asia



Unit 3. Foundational Beliefs

A. Hinduism (h4hindub)

Extrenme duration of concept of tinme within H ndu thought
Variety of Hi ndu paths |eading to salvation

B. Buddhism (h5buddhb)

Maj or school s of Buddhi st thought--Theravada and Mahayana
(Pure Land, Zen and Tantra)

Decentralized, diversified nature of Buddhist practice

C. Chinese Religions (h6chineb)

Pervadi ng i nfluence of Chinese folk religious practice
Syncretistic nature of Chinese religious practice

D. Islam (h7islamb)

Presence of pre-Islamc expression within present-day
Muslimfaith and practice within Southeast Asia

Common beliefs held by nost Muslins

Unit 4. Gestures and Taboos (h8gestur)

Foundational principles to apply when interacting with a
new cul ture

| nportance of nmanners and custons to cul tural
under st andi ng

Unit 5. Holidays and Observances (h9holida)

Di stinctive Chinese religions, Buddhist and Muslim
religious/cultural holidays and observances

Signi ficance of holidays and observances for tactical,
operational and strategic mlitary m ssions



Unit 6. Religion and East Asian Politics (ilpoliti)

Long lasting influence of Confucian thought and practice
on East Asian political expressions

Uni que Buddhi st and Musliminfluence in Southeast Asian
politics

Unit 7. U.S. Relations--East Asian Cultures (i2usrela)
Principles of United States foreign policy wthin East
Asi a
| nportance and conplexity of engagi ng China
Rol e and grow ng inpact of ASEAN in the region

Unit 8. Fundamentalisms (i3fundam)

Resurgence of religious expression throughout the East
Asian world

| mpact of mlitant Muslimfundanentalist thought and
practice in the region

Unit 9. Religious Texts--Societal Implications

A. Hindu Texts (i4hindut)

Flexibility, four stages and goals of Hi ndu religious
life
Pat hs leading to liberation

B. Buddhist Texts (iSbuddht)

| mportance of conpassion, neditation and achi evi ng good
merit w thin Buddhist practice

| npact of the Sangha on Theravadan Buddhi st expression
C. Chinese Texts (i6chinet)
| mportance of community and famly w thin Confucian

et hi cs

Taoi st ideal of follow ng the natural course of things
(wu-wei )



D. Islamic Texts (i7islamt)

Et hi cal practices and views toward violence within
| sl am ¢ t hought

| nportance of internal notivation within |Islam

Unit 10. Gender Issues (i8gender)

Uni que East Asian H ndu, Buddhi st, Confucian, Taoi st,
Muslimand Christian perspectives concerni ng wonmen

| npact of prostitution on U S. Arned Forces and East
Asi an cul tures

Unit 11. Resources (i9resour)

Book, periodical, audio-visual, and electronic (Wrld

W de Web) resources avail able for further study

Necessity of discernnent in dealing with the overwhel m ng
anmount of information avail able on East Asian
cultures/religions

Unit 12. Country Area Studies

Vol une || provides an overview of (a) China [j2china], (b)
Mongol i a [j3mongol], (c¢) Japan [j4japan], and (d) the Korean
Peni nsul a [j5korea]. Volune Il treats (e) Thail and

[j7thaila], (f) Vi etnam [j8vietna], (g) the Philippines
[j9philip], (h) assorted Sout heast Asian countries--Mannmar,

Canbodi a, and Laos [klmyanma], (i) the Indonesian
ar chi pel ago--Brunei, |ndonesia, Ml aysia, Papua New

Gui nea, and Si ngapore [k2indone] and (j) Australia and New
Zeal and [k3austra].
D stinctive religious practices wthin the region

Country | ocations



Ceneral and commonly understood treatnent of the
foll ow ng Final Learning Qbjectives (FLGCs) for each
country:

Hol i days/ Obser vances
Cust ons

Rel i gi ous G oups

Et hni ¢/ Raci al G oups
Gender |ssues
Conflicts
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